
Welcome to the Conference

African GS1 Healthcare Conference
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Ulrike Kreysa, Senior Vice President GS1 Healthcare
May 8, 2018



© GS1 2018

Welcome to 1st GS1 Healthcare Conference in Africa!
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Anti-Trust Caution
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• GS1 operates under the GS1 anti-trust caution.  Strict compliance with anti-trust 
laws is and always has been the policy of GS1.

• The best way to avoid problems is to remember that the purpose of the group is to 
enhance the ability of all industry members to compete more efficiently.

• This means:

- There shall be no discussion of prices, allocation of customers, or products, 
boycotts, refusals to deal, or market share

- If any participant believes the group is drifting toward impermissible discussion, 
the topic shall be tabled until the opinion of counsel can be obtained.

• The full anti-trust caution is available via the link below, if you would like to read it in 
its entirety: http://www.gs1.org/gs1-anti-trust-caution

http://www.gs1.org/gs1-anti-trust-caution
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Our conferences and community – to learn, share best 
practices, ask questions, network…

 More than 330 

participants from 25 

African countries and  

another 13 countries 

around the globe

 3 plenaries & 4 parallel 

streams

 24 expert speakers

 Networking events

Moscow

Beijing
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GS1: a GLOBAL standard organisation with a system of 
standards to ensure visibility 
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We need to fight the spread of fake drugs
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 1 in 10 medical products in developing 
countries is substandard or falsified

 About 100,000 deaths/ year in Africa 
linked to counterfeit drug trade 1

 In some areas of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America counterfeit medical goods can 
form up to 30% of the market²

Sources: 1)  World Health Organization  
2) Interpol
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We need to secure the supply chain
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Often the supply chain is broken

• Medicines are expired or not stored 
correctly

• Medicines are not available when 
needed

• Inventory management is not 
optimal

• Traceability is not achievable
• Responsibility towards donors not 

fulfilled
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Global Standards can improve the supply chain

Recognising the possibility to improve the 
supply chain with global standards:

WHO’s 2015 Generic Preferred Product Profile 
for Vaccines (PSPQ2) recommends barcodes with 
GS1 standards (Global Trade Item Number -
GTIN, lot number and expiry date) on all 
packaging levels with the exception of primary 
packaging
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USAID – putting the standards into action
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Interagency Supply Chain Group (ISG) 
Adoption of global GS1 standards

TAugust 2017: position paper on the adoption of 
GS1 standards committing to the process of 
transitioning to include established, global data 
standards as part of their procurement requirements 
and support country uptake of these standards.
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Track and trace for access to safe medicines

11

GS1 is key to improving patient 
safety, fighting counterfeits, and 
increasing visibility and efficiency  in 
the supply chain

The world is heading towards a 
globally harmonised approach 
which will be safer, less complex and 
costly
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Share best practices, network & enjoy!
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